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ñThe Honor of Your Presence is 
Requestedéò 
I recently had an opportunity to preside over a special ceremony in which a 
couple who had been married for sixty years renewed their marriage vows. It 
was a joyous occasion attended mostly by family and a few close friends. 
Only a few friends survived who had attended the wedding years before. The 
invitation they extended echoed the words of their original wedding: ñThe 
honor of your presence is requestedéò  

The couple stood at the same altar where they had stood years earlier and 
repeated the words that bound their lives together ñfor better or worse, for 
richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherishéò The truth 
is that they were no more ñmarriedò at the end of that day than they had been 
before, but renewing their vows was a reminder to the two of them ð and a 
witness to all who were present ð of what it means to live in a covenant of 
unconditional love.  

In a similar fashion, when each of us joined the United Methodist Church, we 
made vows. Among them were a promise to support our local congregation 
with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. Most of 
us made those vows many years ago, and with the exception of our pledge to 
offer support with our financial gifts, we have rarely taken an opportunity to 
renew or even remember them. I wonder what it would be like for us to renew 
them. What would reiterating the words  help us to remember, and what kind 
of witness would it bear to those who looked on? 

In the busy-ness of the summer season, when our calendars are full of 
vacations and family reunions, it is easy for us to miss a Sunday or two. Our 
vow to support the church with our presence can easily slip by the wayside. 
Sadly, for some, staying away becomes a habit, and when that happens we 
all miss out. Your being present makes a difference ð not only to you but 
also to others. When you are away, you are not the only one who misses out. 

In the end, we can come up with some rather clever (if not comical) reasons 
why we stay away. They can be rather like the following reasons a fellow 
pastor offered for why he has quit attending sports events:   

12 Reasons Why a Pastor Quit Attending Sports Events 

мΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƳŜΦ 
нΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǝƳŜ L ǿŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ 
оΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƛǩƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ Ǌƻǿ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΦ 
пΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘΦ 
рΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘΦ 
сΦ L ǿŀǎ ǎƛǩƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǘŜǎ τ ǘƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎΗ 
тΦ {ƻƳŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΦ 
уΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ L ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 
фΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƻƴƭȅ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ŜǊǊŀƴŘǎΦ 
млΦ aȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ 
ммΦ {ƛƴŎŜ L ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΣ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ 
мнΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƪŜ ōŜǎǘΦ 

Indeed, I hope that the summer brings ample opportunity for fun and travel. I 
also hope that when youôre going to be away you will let us know so that we 
can be praying for you in the meantime. If you attend another church during 
your travels, Iôd love to see bulletins and newsletters from the congregations 
youôve visited when you return.  

And while you are away, remember that you are the presence of Grand 
Avenue UMC wherever you go! 

~ David Fleming  



н 

Emmaus Leadership Development  

Equip   Empower  Educate  

! ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ōȅ 

¢ƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ wƻƻƳ 9ƳƳŀǳǎκ/ƘǊȅǎŀƭƛǎ 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ 9ƳƳŀǳǎκ/ƘǊȅǎŀƭƛǎ  

ōƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ 

Wǳƭȅ уΣ нлмт 
фΥлл ŀΦƳΦ - пΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

{ǘΦ WŀƳŜǎ CƛǊǎǘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
онм tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ 5ǊƛǾŜ 
[ƛǧƭŜ wƻŎƪΣ !w тннмн 

[ƛƎƘǘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ  [ƻǾŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ 

hǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 9ƳƳŀǳǎκ/ƘǊȅǎŀƭƛǎ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ  

ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

 

¢ƻ w{±t ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ {ƘŀǊƻƴ DŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΣ 

ǎƘŀǊƻƴƎŀǊǊƛǎƻƴтттϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

!Î ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ 

ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÔÏ ÇÁÉÎ ÆÒÅÓÈ 

ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ ÇÒÁÃÅȟ 

ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÆÏÒÍ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÏÓÔÅÒ ÆÁÉÔÈ 

ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÍÁÔÕÒÉÔÙ 

ÁÔ 'ÒÁÎÄ !ÖÅÎÕÅ 5-# 

*ÕÌÙ ρρ ÁÎÄ ρτ 

*ÕÌÙ ρψ ÁÎÄ ςρ 

υπρ-φςσ-υφςφ 

Lay Servant Ministries  

[ŀȅ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀȅ 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴΦ 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ 
ŜǉǳƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎΣ ƭŀȅ 
ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 
ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜƴ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΦ 

! ŎŜǊǝŬŜŘ ƭŀȅ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ 
ƪƴƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΣ 
ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ 
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŜǊǝŬŜŘ ƭŀȅ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ άLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ [ŀȅ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜ .ŀǎƛŎ 
/ƻǳǊǎŜέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ DǊŀƴŘ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 
¦a/ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴǎ ς !ǳƎǳǎǘ нл ŀƴŘ нт ŦǊƻƳ нΥлл ǘƻ 
тΥлл ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƴŀŎƪ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ 
ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ YŀǊƭŀ IŜƊȅΣ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ [ŀȅ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ утл-нст-
пмсмΦ 

Interested in Becoming a Ringer?  

DǊŀƴŘ !ǾŜƴǳŜ WǳōƛƭŜŜ 
wƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜƎƛƴ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ YŀǘƘƛŜ 
²ƘƛǘŜΣ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ 
ŦƻǊ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜΦ ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƳŜǊǊȅ 

ōŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǊƛƴƎŜǊǎΚ ¢ŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƭ 
ŎƘƻƛǊΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘōŜƭƭǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ Ŏŀƭƭ YŀǘƘƛŜ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ 
рлм-рнл-тнтнΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΗ 
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Hero Central VBS  

IŜǊƻ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ±ŀŎŀǝƻƴ .ƛōƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ 
{¦t9wΗ bƛƴŜǘŜŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
ŀƭƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ±.{ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ bŜȄǘ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ±.{ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻǘ 
{ǇǊƛƴƎǎ .ƻȅǎ ϧ DƛǊƭǎ /ƭǳō - ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ 
Iƻǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎΦ 
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